Application No. 10/620,828 

Reply to the Office Action mailed May 24, 2004 

Amendment filed September 22, 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) In a device having a chamber defined by a lid and a cavity, a seal 
member for sealing the chamber comprising: 

a base portion adapted to be received within a first slot formed in the lid , said base 
portion having an L-shaped corner at a first end of the base portion and a radiused corner at a 
second end of the base portion, said L-shaped corner being dimensioned to facilitate removal of 
said base portion from said first slot, and said radiused corner being dimensioned to facilitate 
installation of said base portion within said first slot ; 

a seal portion having a substantially concave inner surface and a substantially convex 
outer surface; and 

first and second flexible side walls, each of said first and second flexible side walls 
connected between the base portion and the seal portion, 

wherein said base portion, seal portion, and first and second flexible side walls define an 
inflatable inner cavity. 

2. (original) A seal member according to claim 1, wherein each said first and second 
flexible side walls includes first and second wall portions joined at a corner. 

3. (original) A seal member according to claim 1, wherein said convex outer surface 
includes at least one sealing edge engageable with a sealing surface surrounding the cavity. 

4. (original) A seal member according to claim 1, wherein said seal member further 
includes at least one port for receiving air into the inflatable inner cavity. 

5. (original) A seal member according to claim 4, wherein air pressure inside the 
inflatable inner cavity exerts forces that counteract external forces on the seal member, thereby 
maintaining a seal. 
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6. (original) A seal member according to claim 5, wherein said external forces on the 
seal member are exerted by fluid pressure inside the chamber. 

7. (currently amended) A seal member according to claim 1, wherein said seal member 
further comprises a fing e r for prev e nting fluid flow into the slot : 

a second slot formed in said first flexible side wall; and 

a finger extending from said first flexible side wall and biased toward said second slot 
and engagable with said lid to seal the first slot . 

8. (currently amended) A method for operating an inflatable seal member having an inner 
cavity, in a device having a chamber defined by a lid and a cavity, the method comprising: 

installing said seal member in a first slot formed in said lid thereby engaging a finger 
portion extending from said seal member with said lid, wherein said finger portion is biased 
toward a second slot formed in said seal member; 

moving the lid from an open position to a closed position to enclose the cavity, wherein 
said inflatable seal member has an uninflated normal configuration; 

locking the lid in the closed position; and 

inflating the inflatable seal member, wherein said inflatable seal member assumes an 
inflated configuration. 

9. (original) A method according to claim 8, wherein in the inflated configuration said 
seal member engages at least one sealing edge with a sealing surface surrounding the cavity. 

10. (original) A method according to claim 8, wherein air is received into the inner 
cavity of said seal member to inflate the inflatable seal member. 

11. (original) A method according to claim 8, wherein in the inflated configuration, 
pressure inside the inflatable seal member exerts forces that counteract external forces on the 
inflatable seal member, thereby maintaining a seal. 
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12. (currently amended) A method according to claim 11, wherein said external forces on 
the inflatable seal member are exerted by fluid pressure inside the chamber. 

13. (new) In a device having a chamber defined by a lid and a cavity, a seal member 
for sealing the chamber comprising: 

a base portion adapted to be received within a first slot formed in the lid; 
a seal portion having a substantially concave inner surface and a substantially convex 
outer surface; 

first and second flexible side walls, each of said first and second flexible side walls 
connected between the base portion and the seal portion wherein said first flexible side wall 
includes a second slot; and 

a finger extending from the first flexible side wall and biased toward said second slot and 
engagable with said lid to seal the first slot, 

wherein said base portion, seal portion, and first and second flexible side walls define an 
inflatable inner cavity. 

14. (new) A seal member according to claim 13, wherein each said first and second 
flexible side walls includes first and second wall portions joined at a corner. 

15. (new) A seal member according to claim 13, wherein said convex outer surface 
includes at least one sealing edge engageable with a sealing surface surrounding the cavity. 

16. (new) A seal member according to claim 13, wherein said seal member further 
includes at least one port for receiving air into the inflatable inner cavity. 

17. (new) A seal member according to claim 13, wherein air pressure inside the 
inflatable inner cavity exerts forces that counteract external forces on the seal member, thereby 
maintaining a seal. 
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18. (new) A seal member according to claim 13, wherein said external forces on the 

seal member are exerted by fluid pressure inside the chamber. 
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